
 

   

May 2017 

 Email:      tbayqg@outlook.com 
h p://thunderbayquilters.org/ 

1100 Memorial Avenue, Suite 213,  
Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7B 4A3  

  May 15, 2017 
1. Welcome 
2. Acceptance of Agenda 
3. Acceptance of Minutes 
4. Business arising from minutes 
5. Executive Committee Reports 
6. New Business 
7. Break 
8. Show and Tell 
9. Programme 
10. Door Prizes / Adjournment 
 Next Meeting - Potluck 
 June 19, 2017, 6:00 PM 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
Items for Quilters’ Quill should be submitted by the 
Monday of two weeks before the Guild Meeting.  
Please email or call Joanne Kavanagh 345-2269.   

mailto: kavanagh@tbaytel.net 

“The Executive will work together as a team to support and encourage new quilters, challenge 
and draw upon experienced quilters and provide warmth and comfort to those in need.” As your 
Executive Committee, we are designing some things to meet the above goal. 

 Hello Everyone!  Congratulations on a fantastic 
Quilt Show!  Thanks to everyone who entered a quilt 
in the show, every year you outdo yourselves on the 
quality of design and workmanship.  Thanks to 
everyone who donated comfort quilts, placemats and 
teddy bear quilts in the past few months, they add so 
much colour to our show and let the public know just 
how much we do for the community every year.  
Thank you to everyone who donated items to the 
guild booth, and to Cindy for keeping us making for 
the past two years, it was our most profitable booth 
yet!  Thank you to everyone who volunteered at the 
show, the show cannot run without you.  And thank 
you especially to our Quilt Show Committee, there 
would be no show without you, your organizational 
skills and preparation created a beautiful show!  If 
you would like to participate in the organization of 
our 2019 show, the Quilt Show Committee changes 
with every show and always appreciates new 
members and new ideas! 

Christina 
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 2016/2017 EXECUTIVE 
President    Christina Wakefield 
 christinalwakefield@gmail.com 630-7800 
Vice-president   Laura Cooke 
 rl.cooke@hotmail.com    632-8479 
Past President   Sharon Melville 
 sharonmelville@tbaytel.net  626-3691 
Secretary    Margaret Marks 
 mjmarks@tbaytel.net   344-9264 
Treasurer    Ellen Lang 
 ellen_lang@tbaytel.net   623-2307 
Program Chairs   Jeanette Dann 

bdann@tbaytel.net     767-8005 

Maria Bell   mbell4@shaw.ca  628-7945 

 2016/2017 COMMITTEES 
Comfort Quilts:   Pat Inch 
Guest Speaker / Teachers: Laura Cooke 
Hall of Fame:   Sharon Melville 
Library:    Maria Watson, 
     Jo Anne Brimmell 
Quilt Show:   Aila Metsa 
Quilt Bee:    Adrienne Lopes 
Webmaster:   Cathy Ridley 
 cridley@tbaytel.net 
Quill (Newsletter):  Joanne Kavanagh 
 kavanagh@tbaytel.net 345-2269 
Donation Placemats:  Doris Dungan, 
     Judy Murphy  
Teddy Bear Quilts  Peggy Skillen 

 It has been made clear over this year that we need to increase our membership fees in order to meet even 
the basic costs of running the Quilt Guild.  The Executive has researched the issue and discovered that most 
guilds charge over $40 for their memberships.  Section 10 of our constitution currently reads: 
 
“10. Fees: 
Annual membership fees will be $25 if paid by the end of October meeting and $30 for those renewing after 
the October meeting. If a person joins for the first time in March or later then the membership fee will be $20 
for the remainder of that fiscal year.” 
We would like to propose the following change to the Guild constitution, to be voted on at the May meeting: 
“All Guild membership fees shall increase by $5 per year over the next three years to finish at $40 starting in 
the 2019-2020 membership year: 
 2017-2018 - $30 paid by October, $35 if paid after October, $25 if joined in March or later. 
 2018-2019 - $35 paid by October, $40 if paid after October, $30 if joined in March or later. 
 2019-2020 and after - $40 paid by October, $45 if paid after October, $35 if joined in March or later.”  

 Alpha Court Community Mental Health & Addictions is looking for some help to put together blocks 
made by clients to complete a quilt: "Our Day Centre clients, with the support of staff, were interested in 
making a quilt inspired by their focus on Recovery.  To date our clients have made 16-18, 10 inch 
squares.  These squares are ready to go – and ready to put together to make a quilt.  We have all the supplies 
and materials needed; however, we do not have the expertise or the time as staff to do this." 
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 If you are interested in helping Alpha Court with this project by sewing the blocks together and 
providing them with a finished quilt, please contact Maira Pieda at: 
  
 Maira Pieda, HBSW, RSW, Program Manager 
 Alpha Court Community Mental Health and Addiction Services 
 1241 Jasper Drive 
 Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 6N8 
 Direct Line (807) 346-3520 
 Fax    (807) 345-0061 
 Email   mpieda@alphacourt.ca 
    www.alphacourt.ca 

 We will be selling bags and pins with the new Guild logo!  
The bags are navy cotton with a zippered closure and will be 
available at a cost of $15 cash, exact change please!  Pins are 
available at a cost of $5. 
 We are sold out of Nametag kits, more will be available in 
September.  I am including the pattern again, and encourage you 
to make it from your own stash. Please note it is reversed for 
paper piecing.  If you need help, here is one good tutorial, (you 
do not need a fancy ruler, all quilting rulers have a quarter inch 
on them!) 

http://ellisonlane.com/2013/08/beginningpaperpiecing.html 

 As I write this I am hoping that Spring has finally arrived; it is a beautiful day and the sun is shining.  I 
also hope everyone has recovered from the hard work put in for a very successful Quilt Show. 
 We still need to fill the positions of Secretary and Treasurer to keep our Guild running. I will have 
nomination forms at the meeting.  Pease think about running for these positions as all members of the 
Executive will assist you in way we can. 
 New Members, I am sorry that I have been later to the last two meetings and did not meet you.   If you 
are a new member and did not receive a new member package please come and see me in the front foyer at a 
meeting. 

Sharon 



 

 4  h p://thunderbayquilters.org/ 

  Many thanks to everyone who made products for the booth, and for donating your books, magazines and 
patterns. And thanks to everyone who shopped in the booth….I know you got some great deals. It took me 2 
carloads to get it all to the show….and what fun it was trying to load from the side door of the RAV since the 
back was totally frozen over until Saturday. I took a picture of the booth after setup on Thursday but forgot to 
take one at the end on Sunday - there was a big difference. We started with $3,011 worth of handmade items. 
We had over 1000 book, magazines and patterns and after I put them for free for the last 15 minutes there were 
very few left. Thanks to Laverne and her husband for dropping the leftovers at Value Village for me - it was 
down to 2 boxes. The total sales were $2,365.60 and we had 250 sales receipts…not bad considering most 
items were $5 or less. I think that's a record. So well done ladies. 
 My thanks to my pricing helpers: Fiona Lawrence, Elaine Bell, Darlene Yahn and Barb Mason. And to 
my setup helpers: Fiona and Elaine who managed to get into their frozen car. 
 Leftover merchandise: I tried to get stuff back to the makers on Sunday but I couldn't remember who 
made some things or you didn't come to pick up a quilt. I will have all remaining products at the May meeting. 
Please pick up your leftovers. I do not have room to store them and we have no space at the church. You can 
always keep them for 2019. I'll try to be in the lobby before 6:30. 

Thanks. Cindy 

 Greetings, 
 Ten comfort quilts were collected at the April meeting.  A total 53 comfort quilts were displayed at the 
Quilt Show and admired by many.  Thanks to everyone for their contributions.  The Comfort Quilt Committee 
will be meeting to distribute the quilts in May. 
 Please remember that the quilts receive frequent 
washings and should be stitched sufficiently to hold together.  
Most batting manufactures recommend stitching every 4-6 
inches.  To check, place your hand over the quilt.  In all 
locations, your hand should be able to touch stitching that 
connects the quilt top to the backing. 
Thanks, Pat Inch and Florence Poster, on behalf of the Committee 

Recommended Quilt Sizes 
Neo Natal    36” x 36” 
Crib    34 to 36” x 36” 
Wheel Chair  36” x 48” 
Nap Quilt   40” x 55 - 60” 
Hospice/Bed  63 to 65" x 80” 
Figit    24” x 30” 
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 For the May program we will be doing a demo on how to make bowls using scraps and clothes line rope. 
 In June we will be having an auction of donated UFO projects or groupings of fabric. So if you have 
anything you are just tired of looking at we would gladly auction them off for you. All proceeds will go to the 
library to purchase new books  

Jeanette & Maria 
 

How to take pictures of your quilts 
 Camera: 
x� Any kind of camera will work, even a cell phone.  
x� Hold steady and tuck your elbows in. Stop breathing while you take the picture. 
x� A tripod works great, especially for larger cameras. 
x� Use zoom for positioning rather than coming in closer. 
 Lighting: 
x� Natural light behind you.  
x� Artificial light towards you.  
x� On lighter quilts too much light will make your quilts look washed out. 
 Positioning: 
x� Your quilts should be as straight as possible when holding them up.   
x� Your head when focusing a picture should be approximately in the center of the quilt. If not stand on a 

stool or chair safely.  
x� Taking a picture from the side will enhance the workmanship.  
x� Place items such as dolls or stuffed teddy bears, etc. should be placed in corners, or off to the sides. 

Focus on what you want most in your picture.  
x� Hanging multiple quilts should be at all the same height. Edge along a fence, not a clothes line.  
x� Focus on where you are taking the picture.  
x� Back ground colour. 
 Tools: 
x� You may need drop sheets, clothes pins, chair, stool, doweling, quilt rack, or a two legged quilt holder!  
x� On a bed make sure the area around the quilts are free of clutter. Take shots from different angles and 

height.  
x� Fold back a corner of the quilt and take a picture of the backing and label. Take a close up of the 

stitching and squares.   
x� Fold accordion style to show off different colours, squares, and binding.   
x� Play with your quilts and display them on cars, porches, stairs, flower beds. Be creative.  
x� Smaller quilts, and projects can be laid on the floor. Make sure you hold the camera parallel to the floor.   
x� Take pictures from above making sure the camera is parallel to the floor.  
x� Make sure you FOCUS FOCUS FOCUS!! 
 
 For more information google: How to take pictures of a quilt. QuiltMaker.com 
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 We are hoping to bring in an out of town teacher sometime during the next guild year.  The process to 
find that teacher has just begun and we want your input so here are a few things to think about; 
x� Teachers you'd want to take a class from 
x� Techniques you'd love to learn 
x� Any ideas other you have 
 Please email Mary-Catharine at mary.catharine.kennedy@gmail.com with any suggestions. 

 We hope that many of you took the opportunity to view the 50 lovely placemats that were on display at 
the quilt show.  They were a sampling of the ones made by our members for donation to Meals on Wheels.  
Their beautiful variety and workmanship is both inspiring and amazing!  Our response to the placemat 
initiative this year has been outstanding and your generosity is greatly appreciated by the clients, as recognized 
in several notes of thanks received from Meals on Wheels this year.  Twenty-four placemats were donated in 
April.  Once again this month we will have labels for the placemats available at our meeting. 

Doris Dungan & Judy Murphy 

 Three new books were purchased for the Library. 
1. Sew Flower Quilts & Gifts by Atsuko Matsuyama.  30 patchwork, quilting and appliqué projects using 

fabric scraps.  
2. Machine Quilting with Style from Walking-Foot Wonders to Free-Motion Favourites author Christa 

Watson (12 projects from start to finish).  
3. Cuddle Me Quick by Christine Porter & Darra Williamson - 11 baby quilt designs 
 The Library is open in May for signing out books and will be open in June for returns only. On the 
display table a selection of Spring books will be on display for your perusal and sign out. 

Submitted by Maria Watson and Joanne Brimmell, Library Chairpersons 
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 Thank you to everyone who participated (and voted) in the Quilt Show Challenge.  Congratulations to 
Jennette Bradshaw who created the Viewer's Choice winning Quilt.   
 I will have all quilts at the May show and will be returning them to the participants.  I will ask Jennette to 
show off her winning quilt.  Congratulations also to Peggy Skillen and Leona Stolz for winning the random 
draw participant prizes.   We had a total of 29 quilts submitted for the challenge which is a great level of 
participation.  Thank you for making this a great display of our Canadian pride.  Photos will be available on 
the website and we will be sending photos to Northcott to thank them for their generous donation of the fabric.  

Adrienne Lopes 
Quilt Show Challenge Coordinator 

 We will be planning a finishing bee for next year.  We have several tops assembled that need to be 
quilted so this will be the focus next year.  If you are interested in working on a quilt top or finishing a quilt 
over the summer please see me at the May meeting or email me at alopes@tbaytel.net  
 Remember to continue to let me know when you hand in any completed comfort quilts so I can cross you 
off the list. 

Thank you, Adrienne Lopes 

 I found a pattern for a cute teddy bear quilt that could be made scrappy or with one colour.  It is very 
simple and you could add a border or leave it without.  I added a border to make mine a little bigger.  I am 
attaching a pdf file so that you could give it a try if you like. 
 There were 12 Teddy Bears and quilts displayed at the Quilt Show and I would like to thank those that 
came to my rescue and donated their bears early so that we could have a great display for the public to see and 
to let them know that we also contribute to Christmas Cheer.   

Thank You. Peggy 
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 Thank you to all who made our 2017 Quilt Show such a wonderful success. Our Guild Members who 
volunteered their time and expertise have helped our Quilt Show grow and improve each year. 
   Viewers' Choice 151 place was "Flights of Fancy" by Dorothy Mills 
   Viewers' Choice 2"d place was "Cascade" by Mary Catharine Kennedy 
   Viewers' Choice 3rd place was "Floral Bouquet" by Jeanette Dann 
 The quality and workmanship in all the quilts made it difficult for even the public to pick one they liked 
best. Many comments of people as they left, was that they were astounded by the choices, and the difficulty in 
voting for just one quilt. 
 It takes almost 2 years of planning and working out the "behind the scenes" details. Our Chairs for this 
year were:     
    Christina Wakefield - Search for Guest Quilter 
     - Advertising & Poster Theme 
    Nellie Jaramey- Banquet 
    Ellen Lang - Treasurer/Venue/Registration and De-registration 
    Linda Santorelli - Registration & De-registration 
    Adrienne Lopes - Quilt Show Challenge/Catering 
    Cindy Cockell - Quilt Booth Merchandise and Advertising 
    Marg Marks - Printing and Brochures 
    Maureen Mauro - Sponsorship & Printing 
    Mary Catharine Kennedy - Display Committee (Formerly Hanging Committee) 
     - Advertising & Poster Theme 
    Laura Cooke - Volunteer Committee 
    Jeanette Dann - Demo Workshop 
    Sharon Melville - Memory Quilt 
    Aila Metsa - Quilt Show Chair/Ribbon from CQA 
     - Finesse organizing committees that didn't require much organizing. 
 We would like you to send your comments on what you enjoyed about the Quilt Show, and also what 
you may have thought needed improvement on and how to correct any problems.  

My e-mail address is: ailamarg@tbaytel.net. 
 We will be bringing all comments to the attention of the Show Committee for 2017. Hopefully you will 
also consider being on one of the Show Committees for the Quilt Show in 2017. 

Aila Metsa, 2017 Quilt Show Chair. 
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THREADWORKS 2016 FLASHBACK 
MAY 8 TO JUNE 25, 2017 

 
 This exhibit is a special project of the Ontario Network of Needleworkers which showcases 36 pieces of 
exceptional and creative needlework by artists from across Canada. Each work showcases expressions of the 
artist’s personal history in pieces such as kimonos, quilts, and portraits. 
 

Winter Hours (Labour Day to June 14th) Open Tuesday through Sunday 1pm to 5pm (Closed on Mondays)  
Summer Hours (June 15 to Labour Day) Open daily from 11am to 5pm.  

Pebbles in a Stream by June Horwich 


