
1

THUNDER BAY QUILTERS’ GUILD NOVEMBER 2015
1100 Memorial Avenue, Suite 213, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7B 4A3 Web site      www.thunderbayquilters.org

QUILTERS’ QUILL
“The Executive will work together as a team to support and encourage new quilters, challenge and draw upon
experienced quilters and provide warmth and comfort to those in need.”  As your Executive Committee,  we are
designing some things to meet the above goal.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
Items for Quilters’ Quill should be submitted by the

Monday of two weeks before the Guild Meeting. 
Please email or call Joanne Kavanagh 345-2269.  

E-mail: kavanagh@tbaytel.net

2015/2016 EXECUTIVE
President Sharon Melville
sharonmelville@tbaytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 626-3691
Vice-president Christina Wakefield
christinalwakefield@gmail.com . . . . . . . . . . 630-7800
Past President Meghann Pulkkinen
meggietownsend@hotmail.com . . . . . . . . . . . 285-5104
Secretary Jennifer Marks
ja_marks@tbaytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 344-5570
Treasurer Ellen Lang
ellen_lang@tbaytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 623-2307
Program Chairs Luci Andreacchi
landreacchi@tbaytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 767-7110

Norma Wynn
wynn@tbaytel.net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 475-3327

2015/2016 COMMITTEES
Donation Quilts: Patricia Inch
Guest Speaker / Teachers: Christina Wakefield
Hall of Fame: Meghann Pulkkinen
Library: Margaret Marks
Newsletter: Joanne Kavanagh, 345-2269

kavanagh@tbaytel.net
Quilt Bee: Adrienne Lopes, Nelly Jaramey
Webmaster: Cathy Ridley
Donation Placemats Mary Catharine Kennedy
Teddy Bear Quilts Peggy Skillen

MEETING AGENDA - Nov. 16, 2015
Doors open at 6:00 PM; Meeting at 7:00 PM

1. Welcome
2. Acceptance of Agenda
3. Acceptance of Minutes
4. Business arising from minutes
5. Executive Committee Reports
6. New Business
7. Break
8. Show and Tell
9. Programme
10. Door Prizes / Adjournment

Next Meeting - December 14, 2015 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
As I sit here contemplating what I am going to write

in this report I am looking out the window and thinking
about the long fall we have had and the beautiful
weather we have had.  I must say though that the
prolonged rainy damp weather that has occurred
recently is not good for a lot of us physically or
mentally.   I much prefer the colder weather with
sunshine, as I feel better and can accomplish a lot more.

Just a friendly reminder that the Teddy Bear Quilts
will be collected at this meeting.  During our break we
will be having a Teddy Bear Picnic by having cake with
our coffee to celebrate and thank everyone for their
generous contributions to this worthy cause for children.

Christmas is coming faster than a lot of us would
like; we are reminded of this constantly by stores who
start to advertise right after Halloween.  A lot of us work
on projects all year long but there are a few of us who
leave things to the last minute and seem to accomplish
more when under pressure; whatever type you are, the
only thought I have, is that I hope you enjoy the process
and receive satisfaction from doing them and haven’t
put a lot of pressure on yourself, as half the fun is in
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doing the project and the other half is in giving.  I want
to remind everyone, especially our new members, that
the meeting in December is a week early on the 14th.  It
is a potluck, doors open at 5:00 PM dinner at 6:00 PM.

It was posted last month that Hope House is offering
quilting classes to their residents.  If you have any of the
items listed and would like to donate them they can be
brought to the meeting and Noreen Bergen will collect
them.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting.
Sharon

This is a list of the Times the Committees will meet:
• 5:45 – Library Committee
• 6:00 - Christmas Cheer- Teddy Bear Quilts
• 6:15 -  Comfort Quilts
• 6:30 – Hall of Fame
• 6:30 – Placemat Committee
• 6:45 – Quilt Show Committee

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Workshops
Winter Scene by Cindy Cockell: Create a bargello

background winter scene with appliqued trees or
snowmen.  Learn how to embellish with
embroidery, hot fix crystals or buttons.  Detail
picture below.

Saturday November 21, 2015 9:30 am - 4:30 pm,
Superior C.V.I.  $35/person.
There are a few spaces left in Cindy's Snow Scene

workshop on November 21st.  If you want a space,
please email me at christinaLwakefield@gmail.com.
Back to Basics by Christina Wakefield: Create a quilted

placemat or throw pillow from start to finish.  Learn
rotary cutting, block construction, sashing, creating
the quilt sandwich, basting, walking foot machine
quilting, and binding.  Good for beginners or for

those who get stumped when it comes time to turn
that quilt top into a quilt!
Date TBD, likely January, but I can be flexible,
come talk to me if you are interested.

Upcoming Spring workshops: Iron Caddy by Peggy
Skillen and English Paper Piecing by Cathy Ridley
and Karen Boote.
As always, if you are looking for a workshop on a

certain topic, let me know and I will find someone to
teach it!
Possibilities Group: Please remember that there is no

October meeting.  The school has an event on and
does not want outside people in the building, so do
not show up! The meetings are Nov 24, Jan 26, Feb
23, Mar 29, Apr 26, May 31, meeting at 7pm in Rm
2001, Superior C.V.I. Christina

QUILT BEE
The Quilt Bee has been scheduled for Saturday,

March 5, 2016 at Oliver Road Community Centre.  We
are looking forward to a very productive year as we
create beautiful quilts for our community donations. 
Please note this date on your calendar and plan to
attend.

If anyone has quilt tops that have been finished over
the summer from last year, please hand them in as they
are completed and remember to let us know your name
when you hand it in.  Please feel free to share your work
at "show and tell" during the meeting.

If anyone has fabric they would like to donate to the
Quilt Bee, we graciously accept any donations of clean
quilting cotton.  We have turned the generous donations
of members into beautiful quilts.

Thank you Adrienne

CHRISTMAS CHEER / TEDDY BEARS
Well November is here and it is time for us to hand

in our Teddy Bears with their Quilts.  A big Thank you
to everyone who participated.  Please wrap your bear in
the quilt and tie with a ribbon.  (No pins please).  The
committee has lots of ribbon so just let us know if you
need some when you hand it in and we will tie it up with
a bow. Peggy

LIBRARY REPORT
The library will be open before meetings and at

break, except for December and June.  You can borrow
up to three books.  Just sign the book card, attach one of
your library cards to the book card and file it in the card
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box under the first initial of your last name.  When you
return your book(s), find your card in the card box,
remove your library card and put the book card back in
the book.  It can then be returned to the appropriate
section on the book shelf.

New books have started to arrive and will be put out
as soon as they are processed.
Some new books this month are:
100 Modern Quilt Blocks by Tula Pink  Make a modern

quilt of your own design with the 100 original quilt
blocks.

Wool Applique the Piece O' Cake Way by Becky
Goldsmith and Linda Jenkins  Mix cotton and linen
with felt for deeper dimensions.

All Points Patchwork by Diane Gilleland  English paper
piecing how to projects.

Fast-Piece Applique by Rose Hughes  Learn to simplify
complex images and incorporate them into strong
striking quilts.

All About Strips by Susan Guzman  Explore new
possibilities with strips.

Brilliant Little Patchworks by Kaffe Fassett  20 stitched
and patched projects using Kaffe Fassett fabrics.

Urban Scandinavian Sewing by Kirstyn Cogan  Projects
to sew from scratch or embellish ready-made
accessories by hand or machine (includes
Scandinavian recipes)

Necktie Quilts Reinvented by Christine Copenhaver 
Give old neckties new life.  Learn to clean ties, cut
them the easy way and mix colours.

Critter Caboodle by Linda Hohag  Make the projects as
they are presented, or mix and match your favourite
critters to make your own creation.  You can use the
“critters” to decorate clothing or bags.

Just A Reminder That the Library is Closed for the
December Meeting

Marg

COMFORT QUILTS
Thank you Quilters for your generosity in making

kits, organizing and attending Bees, working at home,
etc.  Thunder Bay Quilters Guild has donated more than
2200 comfort quilts locally.  These quilts have always
been greatly appreciated and recognized for their quality
and the love and care involved in making them.  Last
year, the Committee identified Teen Challenge as an
organization that would benefit from our efforts and to
date we have provided 8 bed-sized quilts and one
queen-sized and are close to providing quilts for the

remaining 6 beds in the home.   If interested, check out
their website for information on their program;
http://www.teenchallenge.mb.ca/thunderbay

In October we received; 5 lap quilts, 2 crib quilts, 1
twin-sized, and 4 bed-sized quilts.   The Committee will
meet in November to distribute the quilts along with
those from September and donations this month.

Here is a list of organizations we have delivered
these quilts to:
• St Joseph Hospice
• St. Joseph Hospital (rehab)
• George Jeffrey Children’s Place
• Bethammi
• Faye Peterson Shelter
• Pinewood Court
• Grandview
• Dawson Court
• Hogarth Riverview
• Pioneer Ridge
• Lakehead Manor (former Versa Care)
• Thunder Bay Interim Long Term Care (closed, last

donation June 2012)
• Roseview Manor
• Thunder Bay Regional Hospital – Cancer Care
• Thunder Bay Regional Hospital – Paediatrics
• Wesway

If you have suggestions for other locations, please
provide the Comfort Quilt Committee a contact and
location information (so the size and needs can be
determined).  The focus should be on sites where the
quilts will remain and be used multiple times.  Thanks
for your support.

Pat (on behalf of the Committee)

12 ½ INCH SQUARE UPDATE
Thanks to all who have brought in a square or two

or more.  We will be collecting squares up to May when
we plan to have them and the option for some to put
them together using the Hinge method. We collected;
• 19 – 12 ½ inch quilted squares in October (total is

Recommended Quilt Sizes
Neo Natal . . . . . . . . 36” x 36”
Crib . . . . . . . . . 34 to 36” x 36”
Wheel Chair . . . . . . . 36” x 48”
Nap Quilt . . . . . . 40” x 55 - 60”
Hospice/Bed . . . 63 to 65" x 80”
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now 41)
If you have contributed a square, please let us know

as the Comfort Quilt Committee is challenging all
members to participate in this effort to make more bed-
sized quilts.  All Guild members are welcomed to make
one or more squares to add to the project and all
participants will have their names entered into a prize
draw.  Our hope is to have everyone participate.

The instructions for 12 ½ inch blocks are;
• Make any pattern as a block.  Layer with cotton or

cotton/poly batting and a neutral backing fabric
(about 14 inch square).  Stitch in any pattern or
method to quilt the square that will be trimmed later
to 12 ½ inch (leave them for trimming).

• Neutrals include; white, black, beige, red, greys,
browns,…and should not have a bold pattern.
Please let Wendy or Florence know if you are

turning in a square so they can check your name off on
the membership listing.  Unfortunately, I will miss the
November meeting.

Pat Inch

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT
Greetings from the Program Committee:

We hope that you have been enjoying the meetings
and hopefully taking away some positive experiences
and lots of new and interesting information.

We will continue to bring members up to date on all
things quilty.  We are working hard to keep the Program
portion of the meeting short, fun and informative.  Got
ideas – tell us!  Got suggestions – we would love to hear
them!  Would you like to be a QUILTER OF THE
MONTH – come and see us and pick a month!

Remember that we will be having a
UFO/MAGAZINE/BOOK Auction in the New Year. 
Monies raised from this auction will as usual go towards
purchasing new books for the Library.  Magazines need
to be bundled and tied and if you are donating a UFO
project please make sure that all of the parts are
included, especially the pattern/instructions.  Thanks,
we appreciate all of your involvement and donations.

U.F.O. CHALLENGE…continued
Challenge: To finish those quilt projects hidden in

your sewing room!!!
There are many names for those unfinished quilt

projects we all have stashed in our closets, under the
bed or in drawers or bags…WIPs (works in progress),
UFOs (unfinished objects), NFUFO (nearly finished

UFOs), BBUFO (barely begun UFOs), PIPS (projects in
process), WISPs (works in slow progress), WIVPs
(works in very slow progress), PIGs (projects in grocery
sacks).  We started them because we liked them but for
one reason or another we put them aside to finish at
another time.  Wouldn’t it be nice to see those quilt
projects completed instead of hiding them away for a
few more years? We have a challenge for you!!!

Here are the rules.  They are simple.  The UFO
Challenge wants to gently help you complete 10 projects
in 2015/2016 and a chance to win prizes too!  How easy
is that.  Write down the names of those 10 unfinished
projects on a list numbered 1 through 10.  Make 2
copies of the list and hand one copy to the Program
Committee.  Each time you bring in a completed quilt
(quilted and binding attached) it will be marked off your
list and your name will be entered in a draw for some
great prizes.  The first member to finish all ten UFO
projects will receive the “Grand Prize”.   There will also
be auxiliary prizes for everyone else who finishes their
10 UFO projects.   Think how proud you’ll be standing
up at Show and Tell when you tell everyone “I finally
finished this quilt”.  The applause alone will make it
worth the work.  And remember, if you don’t want the
quilt when you are finished with it, you can always
think about donating it as a comfort quilt.

Each month the Program Committee will introduce
blocks that can be made with all of those popular fabric
precuts.   We have included a list of specialty cuts, their
sizing, a short description and common uses.
PRECUTS – Specialty cuts, also called pre-cut items,

are fabrics cut into specific sizes and typically
packaged by collection.  There are many different
sizes of specialty cuts, and they are based on the
most common cuts used by quilters.  Besides regular
yardage, which is sold by the metre, the most well-
known specialty cuts include:

Mini Charm Packs – 2.5” x 2.5” and are the newest
precuts from Moda.  They are also known as Moda
Candy!  Mini Charm Packs are great for small
projects, easy reference or just for collecting.

Charm Packs – 5” x 5” - Charm packs are one of the
smallest and least expensive specialty cut.  Their
popularity stems from the fact that they are
affordable, easy to use, and the size is very common
in quilting.  Charm Packs typically include one
square of every fabric within a collection so the
number of pieces included varies.  The size of charm
packs may also vary slightly by manufacturer.  For
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instance, RJR Fabrics cuts their Charm Packs to
5.5" x 5.5".

Commonly used for:  One-patch blocks, four-patch
blocks, corner triangles, flying geese blocks.

Jelly Rolls – 2.5” x 42” strips - Manufactured by Moda
Fabrics, Jelly Rolls are different prints from a single
collection rolled together and cut length-wise into
2.5" x 42" strips.  They are available by collection
and have become very popular over the past few
years.  Jelly Rolls typically include 40 strips of
fabric but occasionally can vary.

Similar to:  
• Bali Pops by Hoffman Fabric - 2.5" x 42" strips
• Twice the Charms by RJR Fabrics - 5.5" x 21" strips
• Stone Strips by Northcott Fabrics - 2.5" x 42" strips
• Rolie Polies by Riley Blake Designs  - 2.5" x 42"

strips
• Roll Ups by Robert Kaufman Fabrics - 2.5" x 42"

strips
• Tonga Treat Strips by Timeless Treasures  - 2.5" x

42" strips
Layer Cakes - 10” x 10” - Manufactured by Moda

Fabrics, Layer Cakes are similar to a Charm Pack in
its square shape but at a larger size. They are
available by collection and typically include 42
pieces of fabric, though the number may vary by
collection.  Commonly used for:  Squares, half-
square triangles, quarter-square triangles, strips and
circles 

Similar to:  
• 10" Stackers by Riley Blake Designs
• 10 inch Squares by Robert Kaufman Fabrics
• Tonga Treat Squares by Timeless Treasures
Fat Eighth Bundles – 9” x 21” rectangles

Manufactured by Moda Fabrics, Fat Eighths
measure 9" x 21", rather than the typical one-eighth yard
cut of 4.5" x 42".
Fat Quarter Bundles – 18” x 21” rectangles

Fat Quarters are the first and most common
specialty cut on the market.  The term Fat Quarter refers
to a quarter-yard of fabric cut into a rectangle.  Most
collections will have Fat Quarter Bundles that contain
every print.  Also, some collections will have a variety
of Fat Quarter Bundles that contain a selection of
coordinating prints.

Norma Wynn & Luci Andreacchi

PLACEMAT COMMITTEE
If you’d like to take a look at everyone’s beautiful

work check out the link below for photos at your leisure
or the back of the donation quilt area at the meeting.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/thunderbayquiltersguild/


